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People’s movements and community organizations in Bangladesh have gathered for a two-
day assembly from November 17 to 18, 2023 under the theme “Advancing Peoples’ Action
Towards Just and Equitable Transition in Bangladesh” in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

More than 1100 leaders and representatives from the fishers, farmers, workers, women,
indigenous peoples, and the youth from communities participated in the assembly. The
national organizers of the assembly were Waterkeepers Bangladesh (WKB), Brotee Samaj
Kallayan Sangstha, Coast Foundation, Center for Atmospheric Pollution Studies (CAPS),
Stamford University Bangladesh, Campaign for Popular Education (CAMPE), Center for
Participatory Research and Development (CPRD), Global Law Thinkers Society (GLTS),
Indigenous Peoples Development Services (IPDS), Local Environment Development and
Agricultural Research Society (LEDARS), National River Alliance, Sundarban O Upakul Surrakha
Andolan and YouthNet for Climate Justice. National Co-organizers included Bangladesh
Climate Change Journalist Forum, Bangladesh Resource Centre for Indigenous Knowledge
(BARCIK), Environmental Research and Development Alternative (ERDA), River and Delta
Research Centre (RDRC), River Bangla and Nirapod Development Foundation (NDF). Regional
and Global co-organizers included Asian Peoples Movement for Debt and Development
(APMDD), Asian Energy Network (AEN), JAPAN Center for a Sustainable Environment and
Society (JACSES), 350.org South Asia, Oil Change International (OCl), Institute of Energy
Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA), LDC Watch, Global Gas and Oil Network,
Waterkeeper Alliance and UNDP Bangladesh.

The assembly noted that, the Climate Justice Assembly was not only critically necessary, but
also urgently needed to address the most pressing issues that have been seriously impacted
the lives and livelihoods of people of Bangladesh and their surrounding environment. The
country has long been under the world’s spotlight for its increased intensity and extremity of
disasters, and the consistent rise in maximum temperatures on a more frequent basis. In the
recent years, the country has already been undergoing a critical state of “Climate Emergency"
with the unprecedented loss of peoples’ lives and livelihoods, destruction of deltaic
ecosystems, severe air pollution, water pollution, deforestation and the massive
displacements of communities surrounding the areas where power plants, mostly coal and
gas projects, are aggressively expanded and developed. The inadequacy and delays in
responding to this situation in various governmental and intergovernmental climate
platforms only perpetuate the continuing injustices and aggravation of the crisis.

Moreover, the aggressive industrialization and infrastructure projects without proper,
adequate, science-based, and inclusive environmental and social assessment have led to

destruction of Haor, wetlands, forests and biodiversity including the coastal ecosystem.

Hence, one of the key highlights during the Climate Justice Assembly was the coming out of
the “People’s Urgent Demands” aimed at immediately addressing the worsening climate
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change, environmental, and economic situation in Bangladesh. More than 1100 national
leaders and representatives of grassroots communities and 13 key representatives from the
regional and global networks and movements have united on a set of demands, which shall
be directly addressed to the Bangladesh government, governments of the Global North,
multilateral agencies, international financial institutions, and public and private companies,
in various policy and advocacy platforms nationally, regionally, and globally.

Efforts in campaigning for the “People’s Urgent Demands” shall contribute to the heading
ways of a broader Movement for Climate Justice in Bangladesh.

The assembly unanimously adopted the resolutions mentioned below:
THE PEOPLE’S URGENT ISSUES AND DEMANDS

1. The Demand for Reparations & the Urgent Delivery of Climate Finance

1.1. Loss and Damage

Specific issues

e Hundreds of acres of land were damaged due to erosion of Pashur, Bishkhali, and
Payra rivers located at Bagerhat, Khulna and Patuakhali districts respectively.

e Many mosques, temples, churches, schools, and markets have disappeared due to the
river erosions.

e In Dakope Upazila (Khulna), dredged spoils from Pashur river were attempted to be
dumped on 300 acres of multiple croplands in Banishanta village. This dredging needs
to transport coal for Rampal Thermal Power Plant.

e The salinity intrusion in the coastal area (710 Km) has increased significantly across
the coast that resulted in severe health hazards among women and children.

e Andharmanik Hilsha Sanctuary (Kalapara, Patuakhali) is affected by unplanned
industrial development and pollution.

e Suvasandha Beach in Taltoli has almost disappeared due to the unplanned sand
extraction by Barishal Coal Based Power Plant.

e Cox’s Bazar beach, the longest beach in the world, has been under massive erosion,
with the marine drive falling into the sea, since the development of mega projects
started in this region.

e Jamuna river takes villages every year across the region in lower Brahmaputra basin.
People in Sariakandi and other places lost their homes multiple times due to the
erosion by Jamuna.

e Due to various natural disasters like SIDR, Aila, Amphan, and other storms, life and
livelihoods are at stake, trawlers are missing in the sea.

e Fish quantity and diversity has been lost in the Challanbeel. The structure and capacity
of Challanbeel has been drastically altered.

e There is scarcity of water in the Barind region due to less rain, drought, and excessive
industrial consumption of surface and ground water.
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Haor and rivers in Meghna basin have been silted, encroached, and cordoned. The
structure and capacity of Haor and rivers have been declined.

There is no water in the hilly streams at the indigenous areas in the northeast and
Chittagong regions. Hills and natural forests are being destroyed in the name of tea
garden expansion, gas exploration, unplanned-tourism and excessive production of
non-indigenous crops including the implementation of Social Forestry Projects of
Bangladesh Government and allocation forests land to multiple agencies including
industries.

Due to industrialization in Cox’s Bazar, majority of the salt farms were destroyed and
salt farmers were evicted without proper compensation, rehabilitation and alternative
production plan. Salt importation has a serious influence on the national food security
and economy.

Specific Demands

1.

10.

Compensate for the losses and damage caused by the serious impacts of fossil fuel
and development projects on the communities.

Bring back the sources of livelihoods and incomes of the farmers and fishers. Ensure
alternative sources of livelihoods.

Adequate compensation for the evicted salt farmers and restoration of farmers’ salt
farms and livelihoods.

Hold socio-economic empowerment programs for educating and uplifting the
situation of affected farmers, fishers, salt farmers, and communities.

Ensure transparent, science-based, and inclusive environmental and social impact
assessment of the large-scale infrastructure with the participation of the affected
communities.

Bangladesh as a Climate Vulnerable Country —should strengthen the cooperation with
LDCs and other climate vulnerable countries in demanding rich governments of the
North in delivering their obligation to compensate for their historical responsibility
from the excessive GHG emissions they have been committing historically.

Repair and strengthen the embankments and polders that already have townships and
agricultural or firm lands inside the polders to save life and livelihoods. Solve the
waterlogging issue inside the polders and saving deltaic character in the coast with a
comprehensive plan for alternative township and livelihoods in an open approach
towards the sea, rivers, wetlands, and floodplains.

Ensure adequate and equitable freshwater flow in the common transboundary river
systems including the protection of all the rivers, canals, and natural wetlands across
the country.

Create a mechanism involving government agencies, affected communities and the
civil society to account for the economic and non-economic compensatory damages
(as part of the loss and damage) due to impacts of climate change and “developmental
projects” and identify corresponding actions.

Urgent delivery of adequate funding through the UNFCCC, entrusted to operationalize
the Loss and Damage Fund.

3|Page



11. Financing for the Loss and Damage should be in the form of Reparations for

Bangladesh and countries of the South and should be unconditional, non-debt
creating, and not in the form of new loans.

1.2 Financing a Rapid and Just Transition to Renewable Energy and Green Development

Specific Issues

Almost all the coal and gas-based power plants, newly constructed or under
construction, have loans from Multilateral Development Banks like the World Bank
and Asian Development Bank, JBIC, and other financial institutions (public and
private), including corporations.

The Multilateral Development Banks — like the World Bank and Asian Development
Bank

do not make much sense while they talk about Climate Finance, they continue fund
the expansion of fossil fuels and saddle Bangladesh with huge indebtedness.

The construction of coal-based power plants forced local communities to leave
livelihoods like farming and fishing while the local community was not prior
considered to be employed in the development projects. Indian citizens were brought
to Rampal as the construction worker and people from north Bengal and other parts
of the countries were brought to other power plants and industrial development
projects across the coast.

Specific Demands

1.

The World Bank and Asian Development Bank, JICA, and other financial institutions
and corporations should stop from peddling financing for fossil fuels (coal and
gas/LNG), and refrain from funding false solutions and unproven technologies to
Bangladesh to enable the country to free its precious resources towards developing
clean and affordable sources of energy.

Demand the World Bank, ADB, JICA, and public/private financial institutions to cancel
all fossil fuel debts.

Specifically for Japan (bilateral) — cancel the remaining payments for the $ 5.4 bn loans
and guarantees related to fossil fuels owed from Japan.

For the government of Bangladesh to stop subsidizing Natural Gas and shift subsidy
instead to developing renewable energy (solar and wind).

For the government of Bangladesh to stop using loans and entering other debt-
creating mechanisms to finance dirty power projects.

Ensure effective monitoring and management of existing coal-based power plants and
foster a sustainable and secure environment for the communities residing in the
affected areas.

Developing renewable and sustainable power projects/ solutions that will generate
jobs and employment for people and communities.
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8. Put renewable energy development and the phase out of existing coal and gas-based

power projects as part of the core objectives in the country’s Integrated Energy and
Power Master Plan (IEPMP), including the non-inclusion of any false solutions or
unproven technologies in the energy system.

Demanding Climate Finance from the governments of the North, as part of the
Reparations for the South, to enable Bangladesh to undertake a rapid, just, and
equitable transition to 100% renewable energy systems.

1.3 Financing for the Restoration of Ecosystems

Specific Issues

Jhimai Tea Garden wants to cut down 2,096 trees in Jhimai Khashi Punji that will lead
to destroy their livelihood of betel leaf cultivation and ultimate eviction from their
ancestral land.

Rivers, wetlands, hills and forests are being altered widely across the country, Haor,
Chalan beel, Sundarbans and coastal ecosystems have changed significantly.

Lathitila Safari Park Project will destroy the Lathitila Reserved Forests in Sylhet
division.

Due to unplanned industrialization and over extraction of groundwater, now there is
severe crisis of groundwater in the Barind region.

Specific Demands
1. Evict the grabbers of the rivers, wetlands, hills and forests following the court orders

and legal frameworks and ensure natural flow of water including protecting, reviving
and restoring natural ecosystem and biodiversity.

Indigenous peoples and communities are among the first to face the direct
consequences of climate change. Projects in and around the indigenous protected
areas and national forests in the name of safari park, ecotourism etc. must be dropped
from the implementation of any development plan.

Ensure transparent, science-based, and inclusive strategic environmental impact
assessment for any regional development plan where the inclusion of local community
representative is required.

Refrain from extraction of groundwater and adopt other options to secure more
surface water by putting domestic, regional and global efforts.

2. Stopping the Expansion of New Fossil Fuel Projects (Coal and Fossil Gas)

Specific Issues

As part of Japan-Bangladesh 2014 Bay of Bengal Industrial Plan, a massive
infrastructure of interrelated fossil fuels projects is now being executed under the
JICA-led Moheshkhali-Matarbari Integrated Infrastructure Development Initiative
(MIDI). It includes an enormous expansion of coal and import-based gas power plants,
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oil and gas pipelines and storage facilities, and coal, oil and gas ports, covering
approximately 18,000 acres of coastal and river front lands of Dhalghata, Panir Sara,
Mohori Guna, Matarbari, Uttar Nalbila, Kaliganj, Kalarmarchara, Hoanok,
Amavasyakhali and Moheshkhali. While the ongoing construction of the Matarbari
Coal Power Project (Phase 1) has already created waterlogging, displaced hundreds of
families with their lands for production and livelihoods destroyed, more communities
are expected to be tremendously displaced while locking-in the entire country in
carbon pollution for decades.

e Discharge of pollutants from the Matarbari Coal Plant area to the natural water bodies
adjacent to the plant. About 7.5 km of Kohelia river has been destroyed.

e Regular discharge of hot water from the Barishal Power Plant in Taltoli of Borguna
District and uncovered vessels carrying coal towards the plant forced changing the
route of migratory fishes including the national fish Hilsha and hindered aquatic
biodiversity in the area. While the National River Conservation Commission (NRCC)
declared the plant to be illegally constructed to the estuary of three major rivers,
Payra, Bishkhali and Baleshwar, landfill of the said power plant blocked at least two
natural canals that stopped natural flow from the Payra river and created the water
logging that and put farmers and fishers’ lives and livelihoods in a miserable condition.

e The population of fish eggs in Pashur river was above 6000 in one litter water before
2010 while it was found less than 3000 in 2017. Erosion in both the banks of Pashur
river caused massive displacement of thousands of people in Banishanta and Chila
Unions in Dacope and Mongla Upazilla. Naval traffic has been increased and caused
pollution to the river is often visible. Since the construction of Rampal Coal Based
Power Plant in Bagerhat district the situation aggravated noticeably.

e Crops, vegetables, and fruits are being rotten before maturity and leaves in the trees
at the adjacent villages have layers of ashes after the commissioning of the Patuakhali
Power Plant in Payra. Migratory Hilsha catch in and around Rabnabad and
Andharmanik rivers have drastically fallen down.

e Coal carrying ships have polluted the waterbodies in Rampal, Taltoli and Kalapara.
They are destroying the fishing nets of fisherfolks in the water bodies.

Specific Demands
1. Immediately stop of the expansion of new fossil fuel projects (Coal and Gas).
2. Ensure immediate, transparent, and inclusive inquiry and monitoring of all fossil fuel

projects in the pipeline, under construction and existing until they are cancelled and
phased out.

3. Immediate address the pollution arising from the fossil fuel power plants including
those other industrial establishments in the respective vicinity.
4. Make publicly available and Review the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) for

the Southwest and Southeast regions of Bangladesh for possible actions to be taken-
up.

3. Developing a Pro-People, Pro Environment and Climate Resilient Development Plan
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Specific Issues

Bangladesh’s densely populated deltaic ecosystem has now become even more
vulnerable than ever. The continuing climate and environmental crises have now
severely impacted the people, and communities as well as the ecosystems, and
continued to be exacerbated by the unsustainable development plans and
approaches.

The expansion of and rise in the use of fossil fuels, the filling up of rivers, canals,
wetlands and floodplains, destructions of the hills, forests and biodiversity are just
clear manifestations of the government’s inability to respond to hazardous climate
impacts and taking steps to better adapt to these situations.

Specific Demands

1.

Begin developing mutually benefiting dialogues and partnerships among the
concerned government agencies, institutions, and communities in pursuing the
development of pro-people, environment-friendly, ecologically balanced and climate
resilient policy frameworks and strategies. Review the current Development Plan of
Bangladesh using these criteria.

Develop mechanisms for community-based participatory consultations, monitoring,
and research for credible data/information collection, needs assessment and
planning, for immediate and appropriate ground responses concerning adaptation,
deforestation, desertification, soil degradation, mitigation, loss and damage, and the
adverse impacts on fishers, farmers, women, children and differently abled.

Strengthening regional and global cooperation with other vulnerable and neighboring
countries for mutually benefitting ecological restoration, protection, and
development. Immediately ratify the UN Watercourse Convention (1997) to revive
and strengthen existing transboundary waters in South Asia.

4. Transparency, Accountability, and Inclusion

Specific Issues

There have been no public hearings or consultations with the affected communities
in Bangladesh for the construction of all fossil fuel projects, most especially, the
development of the Moheshkhali-Matarbari Integrated Infrastructure Development
Initiative (MIDI project) that covers approximately 18,000 acres of coastal and river
front lands.

The Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) for several coal power projects in
Rampal, Barishal, Patuakhali, Matarbari, Taltoli and Kalapara, were not properly
executed, monitored, and projected. Many of these power projects have already been
operating but resulting pollution (including Mercury pollution) from their operations
are not publicly disclosed and out of affected communities’ purview.

The government has been going against its own policy when it permitted to set up 190
industrial and commercial units in Sundarbans Ecological Critical Area (ECA) without
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any scientific studies and consultations on the serious threats these will cause to the
biodiversity of the world's largest mangrove forest.

e There’s no clear action by the government to review and monitor the multiple
loopholes on the existing policies and approaches in protecting the Sundarbans from
the frequently recurring fires, deforestation, and harmful industrial activities that
continue to destroy the mangroves and pollute the waters around it.

e There is no existing accountability mechanism and no corresponding punitive
measures taken by the government for those who have violated or were found
responsible for harmful activities in Surdarbans.

Specific Demands

1. Make all government - awarded and executed contracts for fossil-fuel and large
developmental projects, including their corresponding Environmental Impact
Assessments (EIAs), publicly available for technical review and scrutiny.

2. The government to review and address the loopholes in existing policies and
guidelines protecting the Sundarbans ecosystem and the deltaic character of entire
Bangladesh. Government to take punitive actions to those who have violated and
were involved in various activities harming the Sundarbans and be made accountable
to the public.

3. Ensuring full transparency and accountability to people and community participation
while giving utmost importance of their inclusion and priority to their interests in the
planning, management, allocation and access to public finance and natural resources.

Conclusion

The Bangladeshi people and all the affected communities from the “power hubs” and across
the Deltaic coasts, made a strong commitment to vigorously campaign for the “People’s
Urgent Demands” in fighting for climate justice and vowed to contribute to building a strong
Climate Justice Movement in the country.

As a crucial demand of the time, building a strong Movement for Climate Justice provides the
much-needed impetus in steering a broader platform for people’s collective action in enabling
Bangladesh to undertake its transition to a just and equitable system that is fossil fuel-free,
protects the people and communities, the ecology and biodiversity. These efforts shall be
linked with the global movements for climate justice in the aspiration of making the planet
livable and sustainable for all.

PARTICIPANTS

Day-1 (total: about 1100) - National leaders and representatives from the affected
communities of Mongla and Dacope, Taltoli, Kalapara, Moheshkhali and Matarbari, Cox’s
Bazar, Khasi and Garos in the north-east, other Climate Vulnerable Areas like Haor, Beel,
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Barind and Brahmaputra basin including Dhaka — fishers, farmers, youth, workers, women,
CSOs, etc.

Asia & Global Participants: 13.

Day-2 (around 100) - Leaders and representatives of communities, organizations, alliances,
and representatives of movements, and groups from Bangladesh and overseas.

ASSEMBLY CONVENING COMMITTEE: A 66-member Assembly Convening Committee (ACC)
headed by Sultana Kamal as the Convener had been working on organizing the assembly. Eight
Working Groups (1. Issues and Cases, 2. Program and Session Planning, 3. IT & Online Support,
4. Registration, Communication, Media and Publicity, 5. Finance, Logistics, Documentation
and Printing, 6. Transportation, Food and Accommodation, 7. Strategy and Declaration 8.
Cultural, 9. International Coordination, and 10. Volunteer) had been preparing the assembly
under the ACC.

SECRETARIAT: Assisted the ACC in the information exchange and communication, sent out
invitations, and prepared for organizing the Assembly. It would comprise volunteers from the
Organizers, National Co- Organizers, and International Co-organizers. Secretariat of
Waterkeepers Bangladesh (House 159, Road 06, Block Ka, PISCI Culture Housing Society,
Mohammadpur Dhaka-1207) voluntarily served as the Assembly Secretariat temporarily.
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Climate Justice Assembly - 2023

Stamford University Bangladesh,
Shiddheswari Road, Dhaka
Bangladesh

November 17-18, 2023

Assembly Schedule

(Day 1) November 17, Friday

Time Program Flow & Agenda

6:00 - 9:00 AM ARRIVAL & ASSEMBLY of Participants in Dhaka (near Vigarunnisa Noon School
& College and parking vehicles at boys’ school)

9:00 - 10:00 AM Community Ritual and Cultural Performance (30 Minutes)
KHASI INDIGENOUS DANCE TO CELEBRATE LIFE

Followed by

People’s Climate March (25 Minutes)

10:00 -11:00 AM OPENING OF THE ASSEMBLY
National Anthem
Organizer: Rafiqul Islam

Welcome & Objectives of the Assembly: Ahmed Kamruzzaman Majumder,
Center for Atmospheric Pollution Studies (CAPS)

Remembering Professor Saleemul Huq (October 02, 1952 - October 28,
2023):

Prof. Saleemul Hug was Director of ICCCAD, advisor to the LDC group in the
UNFCCC and contributor to the IPCC. He was a global influencer on Climate
Justice. Mr. Huqg was part of the greater knowledge about human-caused
climate change that was well recognized by the Nobel Peace Prize in 2007
to the IPCC.

Saqgib Hugqg, Son of Professor Saleemul Huq

Keynote Address:

Lidy Nacpil, Coordinator, Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and
Development (APMDD) and Convener, Asian Energy Network (AEN)
Sharmeen Murshid, CEO, Brotee




Solidarity Speech: Cynan Houghton, Deputy Regional Program Director, Tara
Climate Foundation (Virtual)

Solidarity Speech: Anowarul Haq, Assistant Resident Representative, UNDP
Bangladesh

Special Guest: Fatinaaz Feroz, Chairman, Board of Trustee, Stamford
University Bangladesh

Chief Guest: Saber Hossain Chowdhury MP, Chairman of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change

Chair of Session: Sultana Kamal, Convener, Assembly Convening Committee

Moderator: Sharif Jamil, Member Secretary, Assembly Convening
Committee

11:00 -11:30 AM

The River Dance - 10 minutes

TEA/COFFEE BREAK- 20 minutes

11: 30- 01:00 PM

TOPIC 1: Impacts on Livelihoods, Food, and Health

(Presentation of Issues & Demands by Fishers, Farmers, Women and the
Youth on Climate Crisis, Hilsha, Rice, Watermelon, Salt, Betel Leaf etc.)

SPEAKERS among the community leaderships:
1. Shahjahan Shekh, Fisher, Taltoli
Flora Babli Talang, Indigenous Representative
Papiya Mistri, Farmer, Mongla
Farid Uddin, Farmer, Kalapara
Salim Mahmud, Salt Farmer, Moheshkhali
Abdur Rashid Hawlader, Fisher, Mongla

RESPONSES:
National Speakers:

1. Sohanur Rahman, YouthNet for Climate Justice

2. Shamsuddoha, Center for Participatory Research and
Development (CPRD)
Sanjeeb Drong, Indeginous Peoples Development Services
(IPDS)




Regional/Global Speakers:
1. Arjun Karki, LDC Watch
2. Yuki Tanabe, Japan Center for Sustainable Environment and Society
(JACSES) (Virtual)
Sreedhar Ramamurthi, Environics Trust (Virtual)
Munira Chowdhury, Market Forces (Virtual)

Chief Guest: Commodore Mohammed Nurul Absar, Chairman, Coxs bazar
Development Authority

Chair of Session: Rasheda K. Choudhury, Campaign for Popular Education
(CAMPE)

Organizer: Foysal Ahmed, River Bangla

1:00 - 2:15 PM
2:15-2.30 PM

LUNCH BREAK
Songs and recitation - Mohiuddin, Kim and Sharmeen Murshid

2:30 - 3:30 PM

TOPIC 02: Access to clean and affordable energy, water and employment:
Impacts of the expansion of fossil fuel projects.

(Presentation of Issues & Demands by community leaders from Cox’s Bazar,
Moheshkhali, Matarbari, Payra, Taltoli and Mongla, affected by the
expansion of Coal and Gas projects.)

SPEAKERS among the community leaderships:
1. Meshbah Mannu, Energy, Kolapara
2. Dipa Rani Mondal, Water, Shyamnagar
3. Abu Taleb, Water, Gabura
4. Md. Mohsin, Employment, Moheshkhali

RESPONSES:
National Speakers:
1. Mohon Kumar Mandal, Local Environment Development and
Agricultural Research Society (LEDARS)
Nikhil Bhadra, Sundarban O Upakul Surrakha Andolan
Chowdhury Md. Shahriar Ahmed, Centre for Energy
Research (CER)

4. Kawser Rahman, Bangladesh Climate Journalist Forum(BCJF)

Regional/Global Speakers:
4. Shafiqul Alam, Institute of Energy Economics and Financial
Analysis (IEEFA)
Makiko Arima, Oil Change International (OCl)
Stuart McWilliam, Global Gas and Oil Network
(GGON)(Virtual)

Chief Guest: Prof. Dr. Moniruzzaman, Vice Chancellor, Stamford University
Chair of Session: Rezaul Karim Chowdhury, Coast Foundation
Organizer: Mustafa Kamal Akanda, Coast Foundation




3.30-3.40PM
3.40-4.00 pm

TEA/COFFEE BREAK
Dance - Shadhona

4.00-5.00PM

TOPIC 03: Impacts on Deltaic Ecosystem

(Presentation of Issues & Demands by Sundarbans and Coastal Ecosystem,
Haor and Wetlands, Indigenous environment)

SPEAKERS among the local leaderships:
1. Noor Alam, Mongla
Fazlul Quader Chowdhury, Cox’s Bazar
Kamal Hasan Rony, Kuakata
Jahangir Alam, Challan Beel
Abdul Karim, Kim, Haor and Indigenous Environment
Ziaur Rahman, Brahmapurta Basin
Afjal Hossain, Barind Tract

RESPONSES:

National Speakers:
1. Mohammad Jahirul Hoque, Metropolitan University
2. Anu Muhammad, Jahangirnagar University

Regional/Global Speakers:
3. Shibayan Raha, 350.0rg (Virtual)

4. Donna Lisenby, Riverfox Environmental (Virtual)
5. Theo Thomas, London Waterkeeper (Virtual)
Chief Guest: Malik Fida Khan, Center for Environmental and Geographic

Information Services (CEGIS)
Chair of Session: Muzibur Rahman Howlader, Former Chairman, National
River Conservation Commission (NRCC)

Organizer: Md. Monir Hossain Chowdhury, ERDA

5:00 - 5:30 PM

Reflections and Roles of the Youth for Climate Justice
- Aruba Faruque, YouthNet for Climate Justice
- Raoman Smita, Global Law Thinkers Society (GLTS)

Chair of Session: Mir Mohammad Ali, Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University
Organizer: Mahir Daiyan, GLTS

5:30- 6:00 PM

The Call for Climate Justice Movement in Bangladesh

6.00 PM

CLOSING OF DAY 1
Tea and departure (Community Leaders and Overseas participants will stay
for the 2nd day)




(Day 2) November 18, Saturday

Time

Program Flow & Agenda

10.00-11.30

Presentation of the Synthesis of Peoples’ Issues & Demands
OPEN FORUM: Arafat Zubair and Malou Tabios Nuera, Asian Peoples Movement
on Debt and Development (APMDD)

e Why should we phase out oil and gas/ Contribution of GAS and Oil in
global warming? - Stuart McWilliam, Global Gas and Oil Network (GGON)

The Global Fight to End Fossil Fuels & the Demand for Climate Finance
for Loss and Damage and Just Transition - Lidy Nacpil, Asian Peoples
Movement on Debt and Development (APMDD)

3 Breakout Groups to discuss the following: (50 Minutes)
1. The Peoples’ Urgent Demands
2. ldentifying Strategies, Actions and Arenas of Engagements (national,
regional, global)

11.30-12.00

TEA/COFFEE BREAK

12.00-1:30

Presentation group works: 45 Minutes
Comments on the Presentations: 45 Minutes

1.30-3:00

LUNCH BREAK

3:00 - 4.00

CLOSING OF THE ASSEMBLY

Presentation of the ASSEMBLY DECLARATION: Sharif Jamil, Member Secretary,
Assembly Convening Committee

Chair of the Session: Sultana Kamal, Convener, Assembly Convening Committee




On November 17-18, 2023, people’s movements and
organizations from Bangladesh and beyond convened
the Climate Justice Assembly 2023 at Stamford
University Bangladesh, under the theme “Advancing
Peoples’ Action Towards a Just and Equitable Transition
in Bangladesh.” The assembly united over 1,100 national
and international leaders, along with community
representatives and participants from diverse groups,
including fishers, farmers, workers, women, indigenous
peoples, and youth from coastal and other regions
severely impacted by the climate crisis.
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DECLARATION OF
CLIMATE JUSTICE
ASSEMBLY-2023

15 September, 2024

CLIMATE JUSTICE 10.30 AM
ASSEMBLY-2023 National Press Club
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